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When Julian apostatized from the 
Christian faith in which he had been edu- 


_ seated, he marked his apostacy by such 


prominent measures against the earl 
Christians, and the immunities whic 
they had enjoyed under Constantine the 


Great, tbat he fairly earned the epithet of 
“Julian the Apostate ;” but the apostacy 


of the Christian world is more deathly in 
its consequences than any apostacy 
similar to that of the Roman Emperor 
could be, inasmueh as it professes a con- 
tinued attachment to the faith departed 
from, and blinds the ignorant and credu- 
lous to their true position. 

In many a thousand churches and 


chapels throughout the land, the name of 


Jesus is sounded in accents of solemn 
veneration by professed believers in his 
mission, who loudly proclaim their un- 
dying love for him, yet reject his holy 
commandments, repudiate the gifts of the 
pel and make merchandize of the souls 
of men. This is virtual apostacy of the 
direst kind—holding to the letter of the 
name, yet denying the Spirit which giveth 
life; clinging to a vain form and a spirit- 
dess word, but turning away from the 
power of life, and denying the very 


essence of salvation to the children of 
No people can be without the Spirit of 


God and its actual and visible manifesta- 
tions, who profess the faith of Christ, and 
not be in a condition of apostacy; not a 


APOSTACY. 


There is no surer evidence of a Branch 
heing in a healthy condition than the 
manifestations of the Spirit in its assem. 
blies, and peace, love, and goodwill reign. 
ing in the hearts of its members; and 
where these are wanting —where the spirit 
of discord and strife have power to act, 
and are permitted to exist in the bosoms 
of those who call themselves Saints of 
God— where the power is wanting to call 
down the blessings of heaven upon and 
among the children of the — 
where there is a departure from the ways 
of the living spirit and power of the Gospel, 
there, there is an apostacy eommensurate 
with such departure, even though every 
soul testified as loudly concerning the 
mission of Joseph as the world of Chris- 
tians do concerning Christ. The testi- 
mony in each case would be alike, so far 
as the testifiers in the Church had de- 

ed from the teachings of the Spirit of 
ruth; for neither testimony would be 
dictated by revelation and certain know- 
ledge, but would be, in one case, the 
creature of tradition, and in the other, 
the last lingering remnant of a former 
knowledge. 

We are so apt to look upon those only 
as es who have come out in o 
rebellion against the Priesthood, den 
their power and claims, and who have 

en of the bitter spirit of enmity and 
evil towards their former associates and 
the cause they had once believingly advo- 


cated, that we often overlook the seeds of 

apostacy in our midst and in ourselves. 
No man ever ized in a 

man ever 


loud-tongued a which denies 
the ‘shin of — sae after having 
received it, but a turning away from the 
spirit of his commandments—a virtual 
separation from the powerful inner life 
enjoyed by every man and woman who | because of 
enjoys the spirit and power of the Gospel 
of salvation. 
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his kingdom may be built up in 
— the earth. 

One prolific source of apostacy is re- 
bellon against legitimate authority. No 
man can entertain a spirit of contempt 
for or rebellion against the holy Priesthood, 
without having within him the seeds of 
apostacy. It was this spirit which hurled 
Satan * his eminence in the courts of 

, and it will bring every one to 
ew who shelters and fosters it. 
And no man can work secret sin among 
thecovenant people of God without turning 
away from the spirit of lifeand going down 
the way of transgressors which leadeth 
unto death. Such individuals, though 

may confess Jesus with their lips, 
and testify that Joseph was a Prophet 
with their mouths, are virtually apostate, 
having turned away from the command- 
ments of heaven, and denied by their 
actions the revelations of God. Their 
sins will as surely find them out, and their 
folly be made manifest to their own con- 
fusion, as that they insult truth, honour, 
and virtue by their unholy conduct. 

The world continues in its apostate 
condition, refusing the offers of a remedy 
which would free it from the death- 
stricken ignorance which it is now weltering 
in; and if we desire to progress in the scale 
of intelligence and being, we must take a 
bold stand, in the might of righteousness, 
against everything which savours of sin 
and death. 


We must watch carefully the incipient 
seeds of apostacy that are often permitted 
3 in ourselves, struggling 

nfully against every rising feeling 
which is contrary to the whisperings of 
the Spirit of God. 

No man who lives prayerfully before 


| tions which he has deigned 
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the Lord, studying carefully the revela- 
to bestow 
upon man, striving in all humility te 
magnify every duty devolving upon 
and seeking continually the guidings and 
comfortings of the Holy Spirit, will 
apostatize while ing such a course. 
Trials of his faith he may have—as 
who will not? Many times his eyes may 
be vexed and his heart be made to mourn 
at the wickedness of others; but, under 
every circumstance, and at every time, he 
will possess within himself a conquering 
power, giving stability to his integrity, 
which will carry him victorious over every 
barrier to his progress, peace, and hap- 


piness. | 
A Branch composed of such individuals 
will be rich in faith and knowledge, 
powerful in unity of feeling and con- 
centration of action, holy in purity of 
thought and life, mighty to call down 
blessings of God in their midst, and 
successful in adding to their numbers 
honest souls who seek salvation. Heal- 
ings, revelations, prophecies, and tongues 
will cheer their assemblies; and an in- 
fluence for good, irresistible to all who 
love that which is pure and truthfal, will 
surround and be with them continually. 
ourselves carefully, and g vi 
against every spirit which would tempt - 
to transgression and apostacy, for 
are ever closely allied. Let us sedulo 
shun the plague-spot of sin as we w 
the horrid touch of the infectious leper, 
and cultivate continually the spirit of our 
religion in all meekness and humility; for 
accompanying it are peace, love, 


j ity, and holiness, with present 
— and exaltation. 


| THEORY SUPERSEDED BY PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE. 


BY ELDER JOHN K. GRIST. 


Truth has been hid from the under- 
‘standing, 
retic speculation. 
ies have 


xtensive theo- 


— of fanciful imagination, but have 
faded in nothing but doubt and confu- 


Son. We do not wish to depreciate the 
exercise of the faculty of reason and judg. 


and mankind “< in ignorance, | gi 
been founded in hypothetical” 


ment, but rather blame those who do pet 
ve themselves the trouble to think and 
reflect more; for by so doing new ideas 


spring up in the mind, and new 
— and thus we 


to the thoughts and writings of 
others ‘with our own. The spirit of in- 
quiry is aroused within ys, and we do pot. 
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rest satisfied by merely reading the 
writings of other men, but seek to fully 
comprehend their ideas. 

Though the pursuit of knowledge may 
be at 
amply who ur it, 
— — “expecially when there is a 
definite object kept in view. We should 
make a start, and our knowledge will in- 
crease in proportion to the extent of our 
desires to become acquainted with the 
truth. By so doing we shall eventually 
comprehend all truth that can be known 
or conceived. 

Why is it that a morbid indifference is 
so much indulged in by the generality of 
mankind concerning matters of so much 
importance? They seem to notice very 
little beyond what they are immediately 
associated with; and instead of having an 
earnest desire to receive truths of greater 
moment, and to have a knowledge of fixed 
principles implanted in the mind, they too 
often seek for those things which are of a 
nature calculated to hinder rather than 
foster a desire for the attainment of know- 
ledge. It is not ignorance altogether, or 
a want of capacity to understand, that 
men have to cope with; but, either not 
having the will or not taking the proper 
mode of applying their thoughts, or 
classifying their ideas in considering a 

subject, they experience a lack of interest. 
Nor is it because the truth is so often 
held in disrepute that they make up their 
minds to reject it, and eonsequently do 
not estimate its value so as to put it into 


practice. 

Many feel convinced ‘that they are 
ear who will not give themselves the 
trouble to get set right. They also feel 
a reluctance to receive principles of truth 
that are offered, fearing that they might be 
mistaken, in consequence of so much un- 


certainty existing in the world; and 


seeing the various systems and theories 
extant, they know not how to decide, or 
which way to steer, because of the im- 
propriety of others who stumble in the 
way. Thus, when theories and ‘systems 
are founded on mere W error 
must inevitably result. is shows the 
great necessity for a true and correct 
system of theology, so as to admit of a 
mode of testing understandingly whatever 
is, presented for consideration. By this 
shall ye know,” not by this shall ye sup- 
pose, is the rule et, 


Practical knonledge is improved’ by | 


— _ 


love of truth, he will 


PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE, 
experience, and theories are lost w 
surpassed by the excellence of 3 
intelligence. As in the solar system we 
know that our earth’s rotatory motion 
round the sun causes the changes of 
and night, so it is in relation to the 
existence of a true system of theology; 
we know our position, and can ascertain 
our relationship to God, heaven, and 
earth, and the plan He has designed to 
save and exalt us through our observance 
of the laws and ordinances of the Gospel, 
which are now revealed to mankind in 
their proper order, and which can be 
easily understood. The truth ef heaven 
has been made known to the children of 
men; but, in consequence of so much 
theorizing, it has become mixed up with 
egregious errors and mysticisms, and has 
thus been perverted by the professedly. 
learned votaries of religious views who 
propound to their followers their so-called 
systems of theology. 

Show me the genuine admirers of truth. 


Are they not to be found among the 


simple, „ bonest sons of toil, who 
have to deal with matter-of-fact realities, 
and who in every-day life see the pro- 
priety of being truthful to themselves as 
well as to others? Real excellence is not 
always to be found among those who 
court the society of the learned, who are 
counted the great ones of the earth. 
No. But I hail with joy a man whois 
willing to investigate the truths of the 
Gospel, and to be convinced by reason and 
common sense. When a man has 
gain the mastery 
over prejudice and traditions that he bas 
imbibed, and will cast aside the clog that 
has hindered him from comprehending the 
plain and simple truths of heaven, which 
bring with them a practical knowledge 
that cannot be overturned by the m- 
genuity of the most learned divines who 
pride themselves on being so wise that 
they cannot stoop to be taught. 
ut one great beauty of the Gospel is 
that it meets our every condition; and in 
whatever circumstance of life we may be 
placed, if we embrace it with a * 
motive, it will form our habits of life so 


as to be subservient ‘to the’ will of God, 


and onr characters will be stamped with 
the impress of our Divine Master, and 


our moral taste or spiritual gensitiveness: 


will become so refined that whatever is 
right and truthful can ‘be easily dis- 
tinguished by us, 80 that it becomes to us 
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ness 


the correctness of any system, and 


as a code of laws by which we can decide 
come subject to a proper mode of 
ment in spiritual as well as tem 
things—in natural as well as a 
‘ministrative ruling power ; and this forms 


we be 


the ground of our obedience to every 
requirement, which is the source and 
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It is that which gives rise to the ase 
surance which the Saints which 
is the Spirit of truth they have received 
9 the pes of the 
ospel, even a living faith and a practical 
knowledge. | 
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(Continued from page 231 9 


IApril, 1844. 


At a quarter past three, p. m, the Pre- 
sident having arrived, the choir sang a 
hymn, Elder Amasa Lyman offered 


ver, 
Preddent Joseph Smith delivered the 
following discourse before about 20,000 
Saints, being the funeral sermon of 
Elder King Follett. Reported by Wil- 
lard Richards, Wilford Woodruff, Thomas 
Bullock, and William Clayton :— 


“ Beloved Saints, I will call the attention 
of this congregation while I address you 
on the subject of the dead. The decease of 
our beloved brother, Elder King Follett, 
who was crushed in a well by the falling of 
3 tub of rock, has more immediately led me 
tothat subject. I have been requested to 
speak by his friends and relatives; but in- 
asmuch as there are a great many in this 
congregation who live in this city as well as 
elsewhere, who have lost friends, I feel 
disposed to speak on the subject in general, 
and offer you my ideas so far as I have 
ability, and so far as I shall be inspired by 
the Holy Spirit to dwell on this subject. 

I want your prayers and faith that I may 
have the instruction of Almighty God and 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, so that I may 
et forth things that are true and which 

can be easily comprehended by you, and that 
the testimony may carry conviction to your 
hearts and minds of the truth of what I 
shall say. Pray that the Lord may strengthen 
my lungs, stay the winds, and let the prayers 
of the Saints to heaven appear, that they 
may enter into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth, for the effectual prayers of the 
oe . much. There is strength 

and | verily beli 

— believe that your prayers 
8 L enter fully into the investigation 
the subject which is lying before me, I 


wish to pave the way and bring up the 
subject from the beginning, that you may 
understand it. I will make a few prelimin- 
aries, in order that you may understand the 
subject when I come to it. I do not caleu- 
late or intend to please your ears with 
superfiuity of words or oratory, or with 
much learning; but I calculate to edify yon 
with the simple truths from heaven. 

In the first place, I wish to go back tothe 
beginning - to the morn of creation. There ia 
the starting- point for us to look to, in order 
to understand and be fully acquainted with 
the mind, purposes, and decrees of the 
Great Eloheim, who sits in yonder heavens 
as he did at the creation of this world. It 
is necessary for us to havean understanding 
of God himself in the beginning. If we 
start right, it is easy to go right all the 
time; but if we start wrong, we may go 
wrong, and it be a hard matter to get 
right. | 

There are but a very few béings in the 
world who understand rightly the character 
of God. The great majority of 
do not comprehend anything, either that 
which is past, or that which is to come as 
it respects their relationship to God. They 
do no; know, neither do they understand the 
nature of that relationship; and conse- 
quently, they know but little above the 
brute beast, or more than to eat, drink, and 
sleep. This is all man knows about God or 
his existence, unless it is given by the in- 
spiration of the Almighty. 

If a man learns nothing more than to eat, 
drink, and sleep, and does not comprehend any 
of the designs of God, the beast comprehends 
the same thing. It eats, drinks, sleeps, and 
knows nothing more about God; yet it 
knows as much as we, unless we are abie to 
comprehend by the inspiration of Almighty 
God. If men do net comprehend the cha- 
racter of God, they do not comprehend them- 
selves. I want to go back to the : 
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und so lift your minds into a more lofty sphere 
and a more exalted understanding than 
What the human mind generally aspires to. 

ZI want to ask this congregation, every 
man, woman, and child, to answer the ques- 
tion in their own heart, what kind of a 

God is? Ask yourselves; turn your 
thoughts into your hearts, and say if any of 
have seen, heard, or communed with 
Lim. This is a question that may occupy your 
attention for a long time. I again repeat 
the question— What kind of a being is God? 
Does any man or woman know? Have any 
of you seen him, heard him, or communed 
with him? Here is the question that will, 
peradventure, from this time henceforth, 
occupy your attention. The Scriptures in- 
form us that ‘This is life eternal, that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.’ | 

If any man does not know God, and in- 
quires what kind of a being he is,—if he will 

Search diligently his own heart—if the de- 
<larations of Jesus and the Apostles be 
‘true, he will realize that he has not eternal 
‘life; for there can be eternal life on no other 
Principle. 

My first object is to find out the cha- 
-wacter of the only wise and true God, and 
what kind of a being he is; and if I am so 
fortunate as to be the man to comprehend 
God, and explain or convey the principles to 
your hearts, so that the Spirit seals them 
upon you, then let every man and woman 
henceforth sit in silence, put their hands on 
their mouths, and never lift their hands or 
or voices, or say anything against the man of 
God or the servants of God again. But if I 
fail to do it, it becomes my duty to renounce 
all further pretensions to revelations and in- 
spirations, or to be a Prophet; and I should, 
‘be like the rest of the world—a false 
“teacher, be hailed as a friend, and no man 
‘would seek my life. But if all religious 
teachers were honest enough to renounce 
their pretensions to godliness when their 
Ggnorance of the knowledge of God is made 
manifest, they will all be as badly off as I 
am, at any rate; and you might just as as 
“well take the lives of other false teachers 
as that of mine, if I am false. If any man 
is authorized to take away my life because 
the thinks and says I am a false teacher, 
then, upon the same principle, we should be 
justified in taking away the life of every 
MHalse teacher, and where would be the end 
of blood? and who would not be the 
sufferer ? 

But meddle not with any man for his re- 
ligion ; and all governments onght to permit 
every man to enjoy his religion unmolested. 

No man is authorized to take away life in 
~eonsequence of difference of religion, which 


and protect, right or wrong. Every 

has a natural and, in our country, a nad 
stitutional right to be a false prophet a8 
well as a true prophet. If I show, v 
that I have the truth of God, and show that. 
ninety-nine out of every hundred prof 
religious ministers are false teachers, having 
no authority, while they pretend to hold the 
keys of God’s kingdom on earth, and was to 
kill them because they are false teachers, it 
would deluge the whole world with blood. 

I will prove that the world is wrong, by 
showing what God is. I am going to in- 
quire after God; for I want you all to know 
him, and to be familiar with him; and if I 
can bring you to a knowledge of him, all 
persecutions against me ought to cease, 
You will then know that I am his servant; 
for I speak as one having authority. 

I will go back to the beginning before the 
world was, to show what kind of a being 
God is. What sort of a being was God in 
the beginning ? Open your ears and hear, 
all ye ends of the earth; for I am going te 
prove it to you by the Bible, and to tell you 
the designs of God in relation to the human 
race, and why he interferes with the affairs 
of man. | 

God himself was once as we are now, and 
is an exalted Man, and sits epthroned in 
yonder heavens! That is the great secret. 
If the vail was rent to-day, and the Great 
God who holds this world in its orbit, and 
who upholds all worlds and all things by his 
power, was to make himself visible, — I say, 
if you were to see him to-day, you would 
see him like a man in form—like yourselves 
in all the person, image, and very form as 3 
man; for Adam was created in the very 
fashion, image, and likeness of God, and re- 
ceived instruction from, and walked, talked, 
and conversed with him, as one man talks 
and communes with another. 

In order to understand the subject of the 
dead, for the consolation of those who 
mourn for the loss of their friends, it is np- 
cessary we should understand the character 
and being of God, and how he came to be 
so; for I am going to tell you how God 
came to be God. We have imagined and 
supposed that God was God from all 
eternity. I will refute that idea, and will 
take away and do away the vail, so that you 
ma see, 

ese are incomprehensible ideas to some; 
but they are simple. It is the first prin- 
ciple of the Gospel to know for a certainty 
the character of God, and to know that we 
may converse with him as one man converses 
with another, and that he was once a man 
like us; yea, that God himself, the Father 
of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as 
Jesus Christ himself did; and I will show it 


All laws and governments ought to tolerate | 


from the Bible. 1 wish I was in a suitable 
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tell it, and that I had the tramp of 

angel, 00 that 1 could tell the story 
in such a manner that persecution would 
cease for ever. 
(Mark it, Elder Rigdon.) The Scriptures 
inform us that Jesus said, As the Father 
hath power in himself, even so hath the Son 

ver to do what? Why, what the Father 
did. The answer is obvious—in a manner to 
hy down his body and take it up again. 
Jesus, what are you to do Fo 
down my life aa my ce 
up again. Do you believe it? I von do 
not believe it, you do not believe the Bible. 
The Seriptures say it, and I defy all the 
learning and wisdom and all the combined 
powers of earth and hell together to re- 
fute it. 

Here, then, is eternal life—to know the 

only wise and true God; and you have got 
to learn how to be Gods yourselves, and to 
be kings and priests to God, the same as all 
Gods have done before you,—namely, by 
going from one small degree to another, 
and from a small capacity to a great one; 
from grace to grace, from exaltation to ex- 
altation, until you attain to the resurrection 
of the dead, and are able to dwell in ever- 
lasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do 
those who sit enthroned in everlasting 
power. And I want you to know that God, 
in the last days, while certain individuals 
are proclaiming his name, is not trifling 
with you or me. 

These are the first principles of consola- 
tion. How consoling to the mourners when 
they are called to part with a husband, 
wife, father, mother, child, or dear relative, 
to know that, although the earthly taber- 
nacle is laid down and dissolved, they shall 
rise again, to dweil in everlasting burnings 
in immottal glory, not to sorrow, suffer, or 
die any more; but they shall be heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. What 
is it? To inherit the same power, the same 
glory, and the same exaltation, until you 
arrive at the station of a God and ascend 
the throne of eternal power, the same as 
those who have gone before. What did 
Jesusdo? Why, I do the things I saw my 
Father do when worlds came tolling into 
existence. My Father worked out his king- 
dom with fear and trembling, and I must do 
the same; and when I get my kingdom, I 
shall present it to my Father, so that he 
may obtain kingdom upon kingdom, and it 
will exalt him in glory. He will then take 
2 higher exaltation, and I will take his place, 
and thereby become exalted myself. So 
that Jesus treads in the tracks of his Father, 
and inherits what God did before; and God 
is thus glorified and exalted in the salvation 
and exaltation of all his children. It is plain 
beyond disputation, and you thus learn some 


What did Jesus say? 


* 


of the first principles of the Gospel, abo 
which so much 

When you climb up a ladder, you must 
begin at the bottom, and ascend step by 
step, until you arrive at the top; and so itis 
with the principles of the Gospel—yau 
must begin with the first, and go on natil 
you learn all the principles of exaltation, 
But it will be a great while after you have 
passed through the vail before you will have 
learned them. It is not all to be compre- 
hended in this world: it will be a great 
work to learn our salvation and exaltation, 
even beyond the grave. I suppose I am 
not allowed to go into an investigation of 
anything that is not contained in the Bible. 
If I did, I think there are so many over- wise 
men here, that they would cry “treason,” and 
put me to death. So I will go to the old 
Bible and turn commentator to-day. : 

I shall comment on the very first Hebrew 
word in the Bible; I will make a comment 
on the very first sentence of the history of 
creation in the Bible—Berosheit. I want to 
analyze the word. Baith—in, by, through, 
and everything else. Rosh—the head. Sheit— 
grammatical termination. When the inspired 
man wrote it, he did not put the daith there. 
An old Jew without any authority added the 
word: he thought it too bad to begin to 
talk about the head! It read first, The 
head one of the Gods brought forth the 
Gods.’ That is the true meaning of the . 
words. Baurau signifies to bring forth. 
If you do not believe it, you do not believe 
the learned man of God. Learned men can 
learn you no more than what I have told 
you. Thus the head God brought forth the 
Gods in the grand council. 

I will transpose and simplify it in the 
English language. Oh, ye lawyers, ye doc- 
tors, and ye priests, who have persecuted 
me, I want to let you know that the Holy 
Ghost knows something as well as you de. 
The head God called together the Gods and 
sat in grand council to bring forth the 
world. The grand counsellors sat at the 
head in yonder heavens and contemplated 
the creation of the worlds which were 
created at that time. When I say doctors 
and lawyers, I mean the doctors and lawyers 
of the Scriptures. Ihave done so hitherto 
without explanation, to let the lawyers flutter 
and every body laugh at them. Some learned 
doctor might take a notion to say the Serip- 
tures say thus and so; and we must believe 
the Scriptures; they are not to be altered. 
But I am going to show you an error in 
them. i 

I have an old edition of the New Testa- 
ment in the Latin, Hebrew, German, and 
Greek languages. I have been reading the 
German, and find it to be the most correct 


| translation, and to correspond nearest to the 
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revelations which God has given 
the last fourteen years. 
J „ the son of Zebedee. It means 
Jacot, In the English New Testament it is 
translated James. Now, if Jacob had the 
keys, you might talk about James through 
all eternity, and never get the keys. In the 
218t of the fourth chapter of Matthew, my 
old German edition gives the word Jacob 
instead of James. 

The doctors (I mean doctors of law, not 
of physic,) say, If you preach anything not 
according to the Bible, we will cry treason.’ 
‘How can we escape the damnation of hell, 

except God be with us and reveal to us? 
Men bind us with chains. The Latin says 
Jachabod, which means Jacob; the Hebrew 
says Jacob, the Greek says Jacob, and the 
German says Jacob; here we have the testi- 
mony of four against one. I thank God I 
have got this old book; but I thank him 
more for the gift of the Holy Ghost. I have 
got the oldest book in the world; but I 
have got the oldest book in my heart, ever. 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. I have all the 
four Testaments, Come here, ye learned men, 
and read, if you can. I should not have in- 
‘troduced this testimony, were it not to back 
up the word rosh—the head, the Father of 
the Gods. I should not have brought it up, 
only to show that I am right. 

In the beginning, the head of the Gods 

Called a council of the Gods; and they came 
together and concocted a plan to create the 
world and people it, When we begin to 
Jearn in this way, we begin to learn the only 
true God, and what kind of a being we bave 
got to worship. Having a knowledge of 
God, we begin to know how to approach 
bim, and how to ask so as to receive an 
answer. 

When we understand the character of 
‘God, and know how to come to him, he 
begins to unfold the heavens to us, and to 

tell us all about it. When we are ready to 
come to him, he is ready to come to us. 

Now, I ask all who hear me, why the 

learned men who are preaching salvation, 
say that God created the heavens and the 
earth out of nothing? The reason is, that 


they are unlearned in the things of God, | bod 


and have not the gift of the Holy Ghost: 
they account it blasphemy in any one to 
contradict their idea. If you tell them that 
God made the world out of something, they 
will call you a fool. But I am learned, and 
“know more than all the world put together. 
The Holy Ghost does anyhow, and he is 
within me, and comprehends more than all 
— world; and I will associate myself with 
m. 


Tou ask the learned doctors why they say 
be continued.) 


to me for 
It tells about] they 


‘HISTORY OF JOSEPH! SMITH. 


world was made out of nothing; 
will answer, Don't the Bible —— 
created the world? And they infer, from the 


| word create, that it must have been made out 


of nothing. Now, the word create came 
from the word baurau, which does not mean 
to create out of nothing; it means to or. 
ganize, the same as a man would organize 
materials and build a ship. Henee we infer 
that God had materials to organize the 
world ont of chaos—chaotic matter, 
is element, and in which dwells all the glory. 
Element had an existence from the time Hz 
had. The pure principles of element are 
principles which can never be destroyed: 
they may be organized and re-organized, 
but not destroyed. They had no beginning, 
aod can have no end. 

I have another subject to dwell upon, 
which is calculated to exalt man; but it is 
impossible for me to say much on this sub- 
ject. I shall therefore just. touch upon it, 
for time will not permit me to say all. It is 
associated with the subject of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead,—namely, the soul—the mind 
of man—the immortal spirit. Where did it 
come from? All learned men and doctors 
of divinity say that God created it in the 
beginning; but it is not so: the very ides 
lessons man in my estimation. I do not be- 
lieve the doctrine; I koow better. Hear it, 
all ye ends of the world; for God has told 
me so; and if you don’t believe me, it will 
not make the truth without effect. I will 
make a man appear a fool before I get 
through, if he does not believe it. I am 
going to tell of things more noble. 

We say that God himself is a self-existent 
being. Who told you so? It is correct 
enough; but how did it get into your heads? 
Who told you that man did not exist in like 
manner upon the same principles? Man 
does exist upon the same principles. God 
made a tabernacle and put a spirit into it, 
and it became a living soul. (Refers to the 
old Bible.] How does it read in the He- 
brew? It does not say in the Hebrew that 
God created the spirit of man. It says God 
made man out of the earth and put into him 
Adam’s spirit, and so became 3 living 


The mind or the intelligence which man 
possesses is coequal with God himself. I 
know that my testimony is true; hence, 
when I talk to these mourners, what have 
they lost? Their relatives and friends are 
only separated from their bodies for a short 
season: their spirits which existed with 
God have left the tabernacle of clay only 
for alittle moment, as it were; and they now 
exist in a place where they converse togeth 
the same as we do on the earth. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 1861. 


Tae PowzR FOR GooD WHIGH CAN BE EXERCISED BY THE Orvricers.—The 
responsibility of proclaiming the principles of truth is one which does not rest alone 
upon those who occupy prominent positions in the Branches and Conferences, but is 
binding upon. every one who is called to hold the holy Priesthood ; and tothe end, that 
they might be efficient ministers of the Gospel of salvation, it becomes a solemn duty 
on the part of the Elders to qualify themselves for the work before them, by 
obtaining an acquaintance with the principles of life, cultivating continually the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, and seeking to be clothed upon with the power of their Priesthood. 
The present emigration will carry with it many who have laboured long in these 
lands; yet a single glance at the statistics of the Mission in our possession 
reveals the fact that there is no lack of Elders remaining behind. Every Conference 
has its corps of Elders—every Branch its working officers, the whole forming an 
army of ministry sufficient to evangelize the world, and burn out wickedness and 
ignorance before the fire of its presence, if those composing it would only live pure in 
heart and close enough to their God. We have a strong desire to see the entire 
body of Elders fully alive to their responsibilities, and quickened to a sense of their 
duties; for the Saints will progress in faith and good works, feeling lively and full of 
the Spirit in proportion to the faith and zeal manifested by the Elders, while the 
and faithfulness. } 

In many instances, men have held the Priesthood for years, and have sunk down 
into an apathetic carelessness and an indifferent feeling as to whether they were 
useful or useless. Such men, while in such a condition, cannot realize the weighty 
responsibilities which rest upon them as Elders in. Israel, and require to be wakened 
up that they may keep pace with the rapid growth of the kingdom of God. | 

The work before us is weighty and increasing in magnitude, the field. wide and 
Tipening for the harvest, with reom enough in it for every labourer who desires to 


put in his sickle and reap. Cities, towns, villages, and hamletslie scattered throughout 


the land, in which are thousands of honest souls perishing for want of the bread of 
life, of which we claim to be the dispensers; and it is an imperative duty binding 
upon every Elder, no matter what his position may be in the Church, to conseerate 
his energies and abilities to the furtherance of the cause of truth, that the honest in 
heart may be brought to a knowledge of the Gospel of salvation. 

The past teaches us a rich lesson to profit by, in showing, us, what can be 
‘ccomplished by men acting under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. A ſew. Elders, 
fully alive to the importance of their missien, and clothed upon with the Priesthood 
and the power of the Spirit, landed on these. shores. not many ears ago, and 
commenced declaring the great truth that God had again spoken from the heavens 
and commissioned his servants to call on all men everywhere to repent, Their way 
‘was opened up before them, and the power of Heaven attended their ministrations, 
‘Gil Elders can now be counted by hundreds where then they could: not be counted. by 
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tens. Then men would step out from their workshops, and, cleaning themselves 
from the marks of their toil, would travel to distant villages and seek out houses to 
preach in, carrying with them the Scriptures revealed. by God for our use; and their 
way was opened up before them, that in their plain blunt language they might bear 
a faithful testimony to those who came together to listen unto them; and the Lord 
owned and blessed their labours, and poured out richly upon them the Spirit of Truth, 
Now, the work of evangelizing is too often committed entirely to those whose whole 
time is occupied in the ministry, and who could not, if their desires were the best 
that ever animated the breast of man, do one-tenth of the work which lies awaiting the 
united labours of the Priesthood in these lands. | | 

It is not to gratify a vain ambition that men are called to receive the holy 
Priesthood ; it is not to foster any feeling of false pride that they receive a power 
which places them superior to their brethren who are not so blessed, but that they 
may be endowed with an authority to do good among the children of men, and 
become instrumental in the hands of God of redeeming a world from ignorance and 
sin 


seek with all sincerity of soul and singleness of heart to magnify their callings, they 
will speedily realize that the same God who worked mightily in the Elders of by-gone 
years, to the ingathering of the honest and the upbuilding of the Saints in these 
lands, is still willing to shower down his blessings upon his faithful servants, and will 
make them mighty instruments in accomplishing his purposes, and enable them, 
under the direction of those placed to preside over them, to kindle a fire which vil 
warm up every honest soul that is now hungering and thirsting after righteousness, 
shivering in the cold night of ignorance, and groaning under the bondage ‘of 
Satan. 

Brethren of the Priesthood, the Lord demands of you to magnify your ordination 
covenants: he calls upon you to shake yourselves from every snare of sin and 
every lethargic feeling, and to go forth trusting on his arm for strength to gather in his 
scattered Israel, and build up his covenant children in righteousness and truth. He 
claims of you a faithful stewardship of the power committed to your care, and 
measures your faithfulness by the condition of the Saints among whom you labour 
and the progress of the work under your charge. Strive, then, with all diligence and 
purity to have the Holy Spirit burning within your bosoms, and the influence of 
heaven continually surrounding you. , 

Every Elder who is labouring in singleness of heart and purity of mind before 
God for the advancement of his purposes, will carry with him an influence which al 
who love good, whether Saints or of the world, will delight to partake of and enjoy. 
Such men will do good among the Saints, and will make converts to the truth, even 
though they. may not have much of the power of language; for the Spirit of 
— will accompany their testimony, and seal it upon the hearts of the 

nest. 

While some men are given over to apathy, and are slumbering in a deadening 
lethargy, there are others who are naturally spirited and energetic, and who, likes 
high-mettled steed at the touch of the spur, start up to renewed exertions at every 
‘hint thrown out to awaken those who are careless and indifferent. There are some 
such men who would actually work themselves to death in labouring to carry out 
general counsel more applicable to others than themselves. It is true that such men are 


rare; yet they are to be met with; and there is just as much wisdom in gently 


restraining their impetuous zeal as in stirring up the slothful to life and energy; fot 


If the Elders will arise and purify themselves, putting away all evil, and 
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husbanding their powers their energies would not be prematurely wasted, and 
days of * would be extended. 

When comparing the number of Elders with the other officers throughout the 

, we feel to say that the injunction · of one of old is as applicable now as 
it was when first delivered Lay hands suddenly upon no man.” 

Many men have been called to hold the Eldership in these lands who, under existing 
circumstances, would have served the cause of God and their own salvation more 
had they been permitted to hold a lesser office, and in some instances if they had 
remained fora longer period without any office at all. Men holding presidi 
positions cannot be too careful in bestowing Priesthood upon their brethren, for it 
isa power which works mightily for salvation or condemnation, according as it is 
wisely used or unwisely abused. No man can receive the Priesthood and persist in 
tampering with evil and neglecting known duties, without becoming subject to the 
power of Satan ; and all such will be shorn of the spirit of their office, and become - 
withered and dry, fitted and prepared for the burning. Hence the necessity for the 
Elders living pure and holy before God, putting away from them every filthy and 
contaminating practice, studying continually the interests of that kingdom of which 


sell much lower than they calculated 


they are officers, and preparing themselves to carry with them an influence for good, 


which will enable them to accomplish successfully the labours assigned them, 
make them mighty for the conquering of error and sin. 


— 


ADVICE TO THE SAINTS, ESPECIALLY TO THOSE ABOUT — 
TO EMIGRATE. 


Brethren and sisters, beware of the 
2. of speculation and covetousness. 
o some this advice may ap honest, 
and perhaps unnecessary; but my ob- 
servation of the course pursued by many 
of the Saints for the last seventeen years 
has convinced me that following such 
a ry to — disappoint- 
ment, and ultimately to the a f 
— postacy o 
e fact that many things can be 
bought here in England — in the 
States, that would sell in Utah for 
four, or even ten times their first cost, 

bas led many of the Saints, on emigrating, 
to spend almost their last shilling; so 
much so, that I have known many, when 
crossing the Plains, not to have money 
enough to pay for ferrying their waggons 
— borrow of 
ore wise than themselves, in 

order to be able to meet any emergency 
ae way. And when they get to the 
Men! the first thing they want they 
hy begin selling in order to buy; 
being compelled to buy, they have to 


which makes them feel dissatisfied; and 
so it goes on from day to day, until before 
they go to a meeting to hear the word of 
God they become quite suspicious and 
jealous of everybody. Then, instead of 
going to the house of God with the 
ind, meek, and confiding spirit of the 
Gospel, ready to hear and feast upon the 
words of life as they flow from the 
Prophet and Apostles inspired of God, 
and sit there under the droppings of the 
sanctuary, to be taught in the ways of the 
Lord, and then walk in his paths, they 
y; their minds me d 
neglect their prayers, then lose the pos 4 
Spirit, and finally a tis, 
No person should emigrate to Zion 
with the view of improving his own cir- 
cumstances alone, but to help to build up 
the kingdom of God, as well as to build up 
himself. No person can fail in building 
up himself, if he builds up the kingdom; 
but a person trying to build up himself, 
and then the kingdom, is liable to fail in 
both. The Saviour said, Seek ye frst: 


on, | the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
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vou absolutely must have to take you 


i 


all other things shall be added unto 


“have been wise not to take money, but to 
‘take such things as were then needed to 
supply the wants, of the people and 
establish the place. But in the present 


apostatize about it. 


and useful, but which may be plentiful 
in Utah now. If you want advice, ask it | 
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“you. 


In the early settling of Utah, it might 


‘state of things there, I say, If you have 
any money left, after buying the outfit 


across the Plains, take it with you. 
But,“ says one, “Ought I not with 
money try to make money, and so build 
up the kingdom and myself?” I say, 
* Nes; and you can do both, if you take 
Jour gold to Utah, more so than if you. 
spend it on the way, and get dissatisfied 
in making your exchanges, and finally 


Brethren and sisters, take your money 
with you, and enter the Valley feeling free 
and untrammelled, and be ready to hear 
the word of God, and doit. Then you will 
be like the wise man who built his house 
on a rock. Iam advising you how not to 
spend your money. If you want toknow how 
to spend it to the best advantage, I cannot 
tell you: but if you don’t know, ask the 
best financier in the world, and not 
trust to the judgment of men who have 
but little if any experience, and have 
no right to — Such might tell 
you to expend your money in the pur- 
chase of articles whieh may be very — 


TO MY YOUNG SISTERS, 


from many cares whic 


of the men who have the right t 
counsel, and who have been appointed 
for that purpose in Zion. : 
Such men you can find in Great Sak 
Lake City—men of experience and wisdom 
in financiering and counselling, who hare 
been under the tuition of the wisest and 
best er in the world President 
Loung. There are hundreds of ways iz 
which a smart, intelligent, energetic 
business-man can pursue in Utah that 
would do good to others and enrich him. 
self. Therefore, I say to the man with 
his thousands, his hundreds, or otherwise, 
Take your gold to Zion with you, and you 
will feel free in your * and be exem 
h you would other. 
wise have on the way; and being free, 
you will enjoy your religion and th 
Spirit of God, and will carry Zion with 
you; and then you will find more to add 
to it when you get there. But if you 
go otherwise, you will gather around you 
your own likeness, whether it be of right- 


-eousness unto God and his servants, or of 


sin unto Satan and his agents. 

Beloved Saints, May God bless you on 
your journey to Zion! May his angel go 
before you, and guard you in every direc 
tion from evil. But do not offend him, 
or drive him away; and then I shall se 
you, when I come home, feeling happy, 
and you will be thankful that you are out 
of Babylon; which is the prayer of 

Your brother in Christ, 


GrorGce HALLWDAI. 


FRIENDLY SUGGESTIONS 


TO MY YOUNG SISTERS. — 


BY HANNAH SELINA PEGG. 


My Dear Sisters,—Being about to bid 
@ final adieu to this „ probably till 
the resurrection morn, when the earth 
will be purified and rendered a fit habita- 
tion for the Saints, my heart is filled with 


joy ble that my deliverance is 


near. For several years I have hoped 
for, rather than anticipated, this happy 


my emigration, knowing that “the Lord 
helps those who help themselves,” and 
seeing at last this adage happily verified 
in my case and in many similar in- 
stances, 


eye of faith penetrate the future, we 
highly our position as 
celestial 


: — ing ap „like many of you, per- | of our Heavenly Father; for to be 
haps, that it would never arrive. But, in +into his family and reign in his 


obedience to the counsels of the Priest- 
hood, I waited patiently, and hoped even 
against hope, doing at the same time all 
I could to effect my departure and hasten 


kingdom is infinitely superior to all the 
grandeur of the Gentile world. To have 
our names enrolled in this and 


glorious Latter-day Work, and likewise 


Oh, my sisters, if we could with the 
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tber in heaven, and of those pure and 
17 spirits that accompany the faithful, 
should surely excite us to determine that 
nothing deter us from striving to 
in such a position, especially as 
por faithful we shall be made 
s in the heavenly mansions of our 
Father. 
Let us, then, my beloved sisters, sted- 
turn our minds to these important 
subjects, and duly contemplate our future 
destiny, instead of being careless or in- 
different to this glorious work; for it is 
indeed of God, and emanates from the 
Most High. Let us ever be on the alert 
to q ourselves for so honourable a 
position in this kingdom, and diligently 
strive to be among the foremost of the 
faithful. Let us continually cultivate our 
minds, and strenuously do ‘all we can to 
prepare and fit us for mingling with the 
Saints upon Mount Zion. Let us not, 
because it may appear to us humiliating 
or degrading, when we are in fault, de- 
dine to mre that fault and ask forgive- 
ness of those whom we have offended, 
and proudly say, “I will not solicit 
pardon; my spirit is too independent; I 
never will go and intreat forgiveness, 
ny President may direct me. 
Can such deportment be right? No, my 
dear sisters, it is decidedly wrong; and 


instead of raising us in the estimation of | 


the truly wise and good, it will, if per- 
sisted in, place an inseparable barrier 
"On ths other pleasin 
other hand, how ng ‘it 
must be to our Heavenly Father — 
those holy spirits that are round about 
the faithful, encompassing them as with 
a shield, to see a young sister nobly 
striving to overcome the powers of dark- 
hess, and contending earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the Saints, and 


-restored in these latter days, in 


order to obtain the glorious prize of a 
heavenly crown! Such bappy influences 
will be indeed felt and happily enjoyed by 
— and even the Gentile 


4 


By thus eultivating 8 humble obedient home to 


pirit, and not doing 


wocdet sister, or in any ‘way Wound her | First Pyedidency and the Tenn 
being, but by doing ia bur power to] May Godour rabundantly 


knowing that we have done right. Our 
kindness will be reci „ and, like 
Mercy, be “twice blessed.” We shall enjoy 
an increase of that good Spirit whick 


by | will eventually fit us, as Latter-day Saints, 
for the presence of our Father and our 


| God, to dwell at an humble distance with 
our martyred Prophet and the Saints 
not lost, but gone before.” 

Let us, then, always yield obedience to 
the counsels of those whom God has 


placed upon earth to guide and instruct 


us. Our hearts ought ever to rejoice’ 
when we hear them testifying, from their 


own personal knowledge and experience, 
Mormonism,” ‘so called, is God's 


that 
work. Their words should sink deep 
into every honest heart and uptight 


mind, and should zealously animate us, 
my dear sisters, to strive for celestiat 

. Indeed, we ought to deem ourselves 
ighly ‘favoured to participate in ‘this 


Latter-day Work; for, as one of our 


tte nel poets says, in his “ Harp of 
Zion 5 


“Yes, soon that blessed day will come, the brightest 


and the best 


When each fond mother’s infant child will rise and 


call her biest ; 
And round the peaceful home will group their loved 
ones, parted lon 


To tell bow joyous they have been, "rapt in seraphic | 


~ time is not far distant 
when, if we continue faithful, we shall 
receive our reward. But if we do not 


‘rightly consider these iportant subjects, 
to | and — strive to mete our . — 


when we would fain extricate ourselves 
from Babylon, but find our efforts too late 
when wars and destruction come npon the 


earth! Let us now determine that there 
shall be a great and decided difference 
between us and inga; for“ 


now is the 

vancement in this kingdom. Let us, 
therefore, imitate the wise virgins, and 
have our lamps well-trimmed to be ready 


In bidding you a friendly farewell my 
dear sisters, allow me to 


express “my 
ardent: hope that many of ‘you’ who are 
now in ion will soon be gathered 
ion, and there receive the in- 


ter 1Fat b er 


“the sociéty of 


* 


time for our ad- Le 


have the continual approbation of our | cheer and comfort her, we shall feel well. 
1 

| 

| 

| 
) 

“ Gaze, and admire, and hate the change.” " | 
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bless you with his Spirit to guide you gifted poetess, Miss E. R. Snow, 1 


continually! May his angels be 
constant companions, to guard you from 
every ill! In the language of our highly- 


our | earnestly pray 


„That scatter’d sisters may be er'd home 
To Zion, where the best froin — will come,” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


IRELAND. 


Belfast, April 2, 1861. 


‘President Cannon. 
Dear Brother,—Knowing the interest 
ou feel in all that concerns our Father’s 
—— in every land, I embrace the 
present opportunity to write you a brief 
account of the present position and future 
rospect of the work of God in the Irish 
Mission, over which I preside. 

Seeing that for some three years past 
there has been no public hall occupied by 
the Saints, I deemed it wisdom some short 

time ago to come out of our hiding. place 
and take public halls, for the purpose of 
iving the people an opportunity to un- 
‘derstand the principles of the everlasting 
Gospel. We therefore took a hall in 
‘Belfast, and the result is that four have 
been baptized within the last month, and 
some few others are talking about it. 
Our meetings are pretty well attended 
by strangers, who listen to our dis- 
courses with the greatest attention; and I 
may say of the Saints of this Conference, 
that I never saw them attend their meet- 
“angs or feel better than they do at the 
present time. *Some few who were dead 
Are now resurrected, and are assisting to 
pay the expenses of the Mission, which 
otherwise would be very heavy upon the 
few, considering their extreme poverty. 
In a letter from Dublin, dated March 


the 18th, I gather that the brethren have 
taken a public hall there, that some fey 
strangers attend their meetings, that two 
had offered themselves for baptism, and 
that the few Saints comprising that Con. 
ference are feeling well. 

So you see, dear President, that our 

resent position and future prospects in 
— are good, considerin diff 
culties the Elders have ever had in spreadi 
the principles of truth among this priest. 
ridden people. 

In looking over the Statistical 
from January, 1859, (the time of my 
appointment,) up to the present, I find 
that 30 have been added to the Church 
baptism, and that 20 have been cut off. 
Many of these were in bad gy be 
years, who had been borne with in 
of an improvement being effected ; 
no good fruit arpeared. Some of them 
have, however, returned into the fold 
again, and others talk of following their 
example. 

Therefore, upon the whole, the Irish 
Mission is in a much better condition 
than J have known it; for which I feel 
very, thankful to the “Giver of all 
K Please tender my kind love to Pres- 


dents Lyman and Rich, in which my 


brethren join. 
I am yours faithfully, 
THomas CRAWLEY. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS AND PASSING EVENTS. 


GENERAL.—Intelligence from Java states that immense damage and loss of life have 


‘been caused by floods. The extent of the destitution and disaster is incredible. 
storms have been prevalent, and the quantity of rain which has fallen h 
lately in Copenhagen, it was resolved that the 


tralia heavy 


unprecedented. Ata Cabinet Council held 


In Aus- 


hole infantry force should be doubled. It is said that the whole army will be placed en 
a war footing. The Pays and Patrie contain the following:“ The number of victims 


‘who fell at Warsaw is more considerable 


than has been stated. The late events 1. 
‘Warsaw may be attended with consequences in the provinces. The troops in 


Warsaw 


number 32,000 men. A rene wal of the disturbances is apprehended. On the Sth inst. 
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granting 


Jefferson, and Taylor reinforced, but that, if necessary, vessels will be chartered to keep 
up as active a surveillance as possible of all parts of the coast, where there are ports of 
entry, between South Carolina and the Rio Grande. The indignation that prevails at 
Montgomery and elsewhere, in view of this prospective attempt to carry out the threats 
in Mr. Lincoln’s inaugural knows no bounds. Cabinet meetings have been held, and it 
has been resolved, at the first appearance of hostilities, or just so soon as a single vessel 
has been stopped outside of any Southern port, to put the whole available force of the 
South in motion, and to march through the border States upon Washington. The in- 
telligence from Montgomery indicates great impatience to know whether the issue is to be 
war er peace. Large bodies of troops are concentrated, and ready to march at a moment’s 
warning.” He also says—“ The appointment by President Davis of three Commissioners 
to visit England and France for the purpose of securing the recognition by those powers 
of the independent Government of the Confederate States has somewhat startled the 
Lincoln administration. It is understood they are about to despatch a secret agent to 
Europe, with instructions to inform those governments of the policy to be pursued by 
the new administration, and thereby forestalling and defeating the object and purpose of 
the mission of the Southern commissioners.” — : | 


Tas Touaro.— Dr. Bennett ascribes to the tomato the following important medical 
properties :—I1st. That it is one of the most powerful aperients of the liver and other 
organs. 2nd. That a ehemical extract may be obtained from it, that will supersede the 
use of colomel in the cure of disease. 3rd. That he has successfully treated diarrnwa 
with this article alone. 4th. That used as an article of diet, it is almost sovereign 


for indigestion. 855 
Nu Warzn no? ABSORBED BY Leaves.—It has always been thought that the rain 
water which falls upon the leaves and stems of vegetables is absorbed, and 


nourishes the plant. It appears, however, that this opinion is merely instinctive; and 
— tested by careful experiment, it proves unfounded, as is shown by a small paper 
dane published by M. Duehartre. For four years this author has endeavoured to 
ver, by direct experiment, whether or no such absorption takes place. The plants 
submitted to these experiments were in pots, their stems and leaves being exposed to the 
— e the roots were prevented from absorbing any moisture, being hermetically 
up in the pot, All the plants submitted to this kind of investigation gave similar 
results; after remaining exposed to the rain, sometimes for eighteen consecutive hours, 
they showed no increase in weight. Indeed, in some cases, they appeared to have 


~ 


popular demonstrations again toek place in the streets of Warsaw. A large, but unarmed 
crowd appeared before the castle. The cavalry charged, and the infantry fired on the 
illing and wounding upwards of 100. Another law has just been published, 
to Austrian women the right of voting at the election of members to the Diet. 
The Nes correspondent writes :—“ The most sanguine begin to think that war is not 
only probable, but inevitable. The news from Warsaw makes still gloomier our specula~ 
sions as to the future. The irritation of Austria, the provocations of Piedmont, the 
nosettled state of the Syrian affair, the difference between the French and English 
Governments on the Eastern question, the machinations of the revolutionary party, the 
vast preparations on foot everywhere, all justify the darkest forebodings.” 
AugricaN.—The Alabama Convention has ratified the permanent Constitution by a 
vote of 87 to 5. The tariff act has been published. It goes into operation on the Ist of 
May. The Georgia State Convention has transferred the forts, arsenals, arms, and muni- 
tions of war to the Government of the Southern Confederacy. The Texas Convention 
has passed an ordinance, claiming full powers, promising to consummate as speedily as 
possible the connection of Texas with the Confederate States, and notifying the State of 
this course. The Herald's Washington correspondent, under date of March 13th, says— 
«President Davis has received the most ominous communications from his friends respect- 
ing the intentions of the Lincoln administration to blockade Southern ports, and make an 
attempt to collect the revenue. He is assured that the most strenuous and active mea- 
sures are being taken to concentrate the naval forces of the North, and that not only 
Charleston, Savannah, New Orleans, and Mobile will be blockaded—Forts Pickens, 
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